
Sent: Saturday, September 3, 2011 9:31 PM 
Subject: Postcard 2011-09-03 
 
We’re staying at El Tovar hotel on the south rim of the canyon. It’s 
managed by a company called Xanterra, which has many, many of the 
concessions in our National Parks. They are fabulously successful. For 
three solid reasons, they can overcharge and under-accommodate: 
location, location and location. They are yet more profitable because 
they employ foreign students as staff and who will work for next to 
nothing just to spend a summer in a U.S. park. Now they don’t even 
have to mow. 

 
 
…or fertilize. 

 
Don’t worry, the foreign students have to pick it up. 
 
We got up around 5:30 to hike along the rim. We had done the rim trail 
a few years ago and found it to have great views and interesting forest 



segments. We walked down to Bright Angel trailhead and took the Red 
Bus to Mohave Point, which would give us about a 5 mile walk along the 
rim to Hermit’s Rest. It was hazy and overcast and had gone down to 45 
overnight. However the sleeves and legs came off right after the photo, 
as the sun began to do its thing. Besides, it’s dry cold. 

 
Does this look too posed? Shouldn’t we be looking out at the view? Is it 
better when we hug? 
 
One of the main reasons for the haze was a controlled burn on the 
North Rim (see column of smoke on horizon). They apparently “control” 
the smoke so it pours directly into the canyon. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
We were dismayed to discover that the park service had changed the 
trail through the forest into a road. They called it a bike path. Joni 
Mitchell would say they had paved part of paradise. 

 
 
Grrrrr… 



 
 
We reached the end of the trail at Hermit’s Rest. Hermit trail continues 
beyond the Rest but quickly goes down into the canyon. We did a 
quarter mile and came back. Time to catch the bus back as the after-it-
gets-to-be-late-morning hordes began to take over. 

 
 
Sorry about the pics. Try again tomorrow. 
 
D&S 
 
PS – we left Murray’s windows open a crack and he dried out. 
 
 
 




